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MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

The Mathematical Association of Western Australia 
(MAWA) is a not-for-profit organisation whose goal is to 
improve mathematics education across the state and 
beyond. Originating as a teacher professional association 
in 1958, MAWA has grown into a vibrant organisation 
that provides support for anyone with an interest in 
mathematics including teachers, parents and students. 
MAWA works closely with our parent organisation, the 
Australian Association of Mathematics Teachers (AAMT), 
and our associates in other states and territories to 
ensure that WA teachers, parents and students have 
access to the latest research, resources and world-class 
professional learning opportunities. 

MAWA supports teachers, students and schools by 
conducting a wide range of student and teacher 
activities; and by providing access to an extensive 
professional library of printed/online materials and 
journals on mathematics teaching, learning and 
assessment. MAWA contracts a variety of experienced 
educators to facilitate professional learning opportunities 
for teachers, including on-site professional learning, 
mentoring, Maths Meets, and an annual conference 
that attracts 1000 delegates. For families, MAWA runs 
an annual mathematics expo, school holiday workshops 
and mathematics pathway information evenings. We 
also facilitate an extensive range of student activities, 
including: Have Sum Fun (Face to Face and Online), the 
Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC), the National 
Mathematics Summer School, the Maths Talent Quest 
and the WA Mathematics Problem Solving Program.

The last 12 months have been a particularly challenging 
time for Australia and the world. The devastation caused 
by the bushfires across Australia, followed so closely by 
the Covid-19 pandemic have dealt punishing blows to 
many businesses, families and schools across Australia. 
MAWA has responded to this by providing access to a 
range of free resources for teachers, parents and students 
through our website. We have also moved many of our 
offerings online (such as the WA Mathematics Problem 

Solving Program, which currently serves over 370 
students) in the interests of ensuring the safety of our 
staff and students by complying with social distancing 
regulations. 

The Association is run by a Board (who volunteer their 
time) as well as paid staff comprising an executive 
officer, corporate manager, a part-time accounts officer 
and two office associates. The MAWA Board consists 
of a dedicated group of educators from all sections of 
the education community. Several committees are then 
responsible for directing MAWA’s operations including 
memberships, publications, student activities and 
conferences. 

MAWA operations rely on the support of its members and 
the revenue that it generates from professional learning 
and the sale of publications. Although we do not normally 
receive government funding, the government’s stimulus 
package has allowed MAWA to continue to provide our 
services to our members and the wider community. 

MAWA works closely with a number of partner 
organisations who share similar goals and support us 
by providing funding or in-kind support. MAWA works 
with each of our partners to develop a memorandum of 
understanding that clearly documents the nature of the 
relationship between the two organisations. We feel that 
this approach allows us to build a mutually beneficial 
partnership with each of our sponsors and maintains 
transparency and accountability. Please do not hesitate 
to contact us should you wish to discuss partnership 
opportunities with us. 

- John West
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MAWA’S 
HISTORY

The first meeting of the Mathematical Association of 
Western Australia (MAWA) took place on August 6, 
1958 in the Physics Lecture Theatre at the University of 
Western Australia. This occurred as a result of earlier 
discussions between Mr Frank Gamblen, Professor 
Larry Blakers, and Mr Ernie Bowen, who was keen to 
establish a branch of the Mathematical Association (of 
Great Britain) in Western Australia. As a result of the 
meeting, Mr Frank Gamblen was appointed as president 
of a provisional committee that was tasked with the 
development of a draft constitution and to convene 
a general meeting of interested persons. This general 
meeting was subsequently held on February 26, 1959, 
with Frank Gamblen as chair. As a result of the meeting, 
the Mathematical Association was informed (by Dr 
H. Briner, MAWA Secretary) in a letter dated March 10, 
1959, that “a West Australian Branch of your association 
has been formed in Perth”. The Australian Association 
of Mathematics Teachers (AAMT) was founded as a 
federation of affiliated associations some years later in 
1966, in part as a result of the considerable influence of 
Professor Larry Blakers. MAWA was one of the original 
affiliated associations, and has remained so until the 
present day.

60TH ANNIVERSARY  CROSS-SECTION

MAWA’S SHOPFRONT
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WHAT WE DO

	» Professional Learning Workshops, 

	» Classroom Corner, 

	» Resources, Conferences, 

	» Professional Advocacy, 

	» Communication (SIGMA), 

	» School Numeracy Improvement Support, 

	» Governor’s STEM School Awards, 

	» MAWA Book Club, 

	» MAWA Maths Meets, 

	» Support for pre-service teachers.

	» Have Some Fun On-Line (HSFOL), 

	» Have Some Fun Face-to-Face (HSFF2F), 

	» Western Australian Maths Problem Solving 
Program (WAMPSP) and WAMPSP Scholarships, 

	» WA Maths Summer School (WAMSS),

	» National Maths Summer School (NMSS), 

	» Maths Talent Quest (MTQ), 

	» Sponsorship of WAJO, 

	» School Sponsorship for International Mathematics 
Competitions, 

	» Maths Empowering Girls Day (MEGD).

	» Maths Expo, 

	» Parent Evenings, 

	» Maths Pathways Information Evening (MPIE), 

	» Family Focus, 

	» Resources, 

	» School holiday workshops, 

	» Promotion of opportunities for students and 
parents (SIGMA for families).

	» Memberships and helpdesk, 

	» Online resources and activities, 

	» Involvement with other professional organisations,

	» Social media communities.

TEACHERS

STUDENTS

FAMILIES

WA

FOR TEACHERS, FAMILIES, STUDENTS AND WA

MAWA PROSPECTUS



7MAWA PROSPECTUS

Vision
A Western Australian community that understands and values mathematics. 
For Teachers, For Students, For Families, For WA.

Mission
To provide leadership for improving the quality of mathematics education 
across Western Australia.

Strategic Goals 2020-2024
1.	 Advocate for quality mathematics education by engaging with 

an increasing membership base, key stakeholders and the wider 
community.

2.	 Encourage and support schools and families to actively promote 
student engagement with a range of student activities.

3.	 Support mathematical professional learning communities across 
Western Australia to build capacity by providing high quality resources 
and professional learning opportunities. 

4.	 Streamline and improve governance, management and operations.

MAWA’S VISION, 
MISSION AND GOALS 
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MEET THE PEOPLE 
BEHIND THE SCENES

COMMITTEES

Executive Finance Student  
Activities Conference Memberships Resource and 

Marketing

John West John West Jack Bana Wendy Pero Shannon Taylor Shannon Taylor

Rom Cirillo Rom Cirillo Donna Buckley Lesley Stoffels Tanya Condo Rachael 
Whitney-Smith

Paula McMahon Paula McMahon Rachel Theunissen Colette Miranda Donna Buckley

Shannon Taylor Mario Ravat Paula McMahon Chen Wang Dion Alfonsi

Shannon Taylor Rob Berwick Trish Paxton Holly Hughes

Zaynep Kaya Shannon Taylor Rob Berwick

Holly Hughes

STAFF

Executive  
Officer

Corporate 
Manager Office Associates Accounts  

Adviser

Paula McMahon Shannon Taylor Holly Hughes Mario Ravat

Tanya Condo

BOARD

President Treasurer Executive  
Officer

John West Rom Cirillo Paula McMahon

DIRECTORS

Board Directors

Dion  
Alfonsi

Jack  
Bana Rob Berwick Donna 

Buckley Wendy Pero Lesley Stoffels Rachel 
Theunissen

Rachael 
Whitney-
Smith
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Cheryl Praeger AM FAA is Emeritus Professor of 
Mathematics at the University of Western Australia 
and was foundation Director of UWA’s Centre 
for Mathematics of Symmetry and Computation.  

She works on the mathematics of symmetry, exploiting 
deep theory about the finite simple groups to solve group 
theoretic, combinatorial, geometric, and computational 
problems. Educated in Brisbane, Australia, she 
completed her doctorate at St Anne’s College, Oxford. 
She is a passionate supporter and mentor of students 
and young scientists, especially women, having been 
a pioneer for women in mathematics, including as the 
first female president of the Australian Mathematical 
Society and only the second female mathematics 
professorial appointment in Australia. She is the first 
mathematician to be inducted into the Western 
Australian Science Hall of Fame, and in 2019 she became 
the first Western Australian and first pure mathematician 
to receive the Prime Minister’s Prize for Science.  
https://youtu.be/Gb5w2v5iqTY

OUR 
PATRON

LIFE 
MEMBERS

Life Members

Lorraine Day (2018) Barry Bastow (1996)

Greg Hurn (2017) Barry Kissane (1994)

Rom Cirillo (2017) Jim Claffey (1994)

Paula McMahon (2016) David Buck (1994)*

Paul Swan (2015) Jack Bana (1994)

Michelle Ostberg (2015) Bob McCreddin (1990)*

Richard Korbosky (2015) Norm Hoffman (1980)

Mark Graber (2011) John Greenway (1976)*

Sheila Byfield (2006) Bobby Coghlan (1974)*

Ray Leeman (2005) Beryl Hume (1972)

Thelma Perso (2003) Frank Gamblen (1969)*

Jillian Neale (2002) Larry Blakers (1968)*

Fran Ciupryk (2000) Cletus Oakley (1965)*

Jill Hughes (1996) *deceased

60TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER

CHERYL PRAEGER

MAWA PROSPECTUS
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We have a membership to suit your situation.

There are a variety of benefits to being a MAWA member!

MEMBERSHIPS
K-12 SCHOOL 
MEMBERSHIPS

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
MEMBERSHIPS

SECONDARY SCHOOL 
MEMBERSHIPS

PERCENT INCREASES IN TYPES OF MEMBERSHIPS AND OVERALL MEMBERSHIPS

MAWA 
Memberships Individual Student Institutional Life Exhibitor / 

Business Family Reciprocal Total

2018 - 2019 148 469 187 20 3 230 1 1057

MEMBERSHIP DATA

MEMBERSHIP 
OPTIONS

	» Membership of The Australian Association of Mathematics 
Teachers (AAMT)1.

	» 10% discount storewide excluding downloadable 
resources2.

	» Member rates for professional learning workshop and 
conference.

	» Member rate for student activities.

	» Curriculum support.

	» Access to MAWA library.

	» Free Classroom Corner and Maths Meets.

	» Welcome Pack.
1 - Does not apply to Reciprocal or Family Memberships.
2 - Does not apply to any Institutional Memberships.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

	» Student Teacher,

	» Educator / Teacher,

	» Concessional / Retired Teacher,

	» Family,

	» Reciprocal.

	» Institutional (K-12),

	» Primary,

	» Secondary,

	» Business / Company,

	» University / TAFE.

INDIVIDUAL  
MEMBERSHIPS

INSTITUTIONAL 
MEMBERSHIPS
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MAWA re-introduced Maths Talent Quest in 2017 to 
provide an opportunity to WA students from Kindergarten 
to Year 12 to work as a mathematician would on a problem 
of their own choice. This is the only mathematics-based 
competition that allows individual, group and whole class 
entries. Through the lens of mathematics, Maths Talent 
Quest focuses on the higher order skills, also known as 
the 21st century skills. Communication, teamwork, ethical 
understanding, critical and creative thinking are all 
essential elements for success in this competition.  

This activity allows teachers to explore the mathematical 
and statistical thinking processes with their students. This 
provides students the opportunity to experience how 
mathematics is used to problem solve in the work place 
and wider community.   

Since commencing the number of entries has steadily 
grown from 46 in 2017 to over 90 in 2019, this represents 
over 300 students participating in the state. Prior to State-
judging, schools managed the school level competitions 
and at some secondary schools this represents over 500 
entries. An entry from each category for each year level is 
sent to the national judging. In 2020 the national judging 
took place in Perth.

It has been noted that girls are getting higher levels of 
achievement in this activity, notably because of the 
creative and communicative skills. 

Currently our numbers from regional schools are low. 
MAWA would like to ensure that location is not a barrier to 
engage with this competition. Member survey data tells 
us that country teachers would like face-to-face support 
to establish this opportunity in their school. This could 
be achieved by MAWA bringing a school and/or regional 
representative to Perth for a day of professional learning.

MATHS TALENT 
QUEST

SOME MTQ ENTRIES

MTQ JUDGES

•	 Naming rights to the event for one year.

•	 Logo included on all promotional and advertising 
materials.

•	 Logo included on all certificates.

•	 Sponsorship of prizes for High Distinction and 
Distinction award recipients.

•	 Banners displayed during judging week and at the 
presentation ceremony.

•	 Opportunity to speak at the presentation 
ceremony and present awards.

•	 Acknowledgement of sponsorship in our 
e-newsletter SIGMA, circulation approximately 
9000, and MAWA Annual Report.

MTQ Event Sponsor: $6,000

•	 Supporting rural and remote teachers to engage 
their students with this STEM-related competition 
through face-to-face mentoring in the Kimberley, 
Pilbara and Gascoyne regions.

Rural Outreach Sponsor: $6,000

 FOR STUDENTS
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The Have Sum Fun Competition is an exciting 
mathematics initiative that uses a quiz-night format. 
Teams of six students race against the clock to solve four 
intense rounds of eight challenging problems. 

This well-attended activity runs in Term 1 each year in 
various locations throughout the Perth metro area, and in 
the Peel, Pilbara, South West, and Great Southern regions 
of WA. 

In 2019, there were 15 events run in WA and a total of 325 
teams that competed across all competitions. In 2018 we 
had 307 teams competing across all competitions.

To continue this popular student activity and its expansion 
into other WA regions we have the following sponsorship 
opportunities available.

FOR STUDENTS

HAVE SUM FUN 
FACE-TO-FACE

•	 Sponsorship helps cover cost of refreshments and 
prizes.

•	 Naming rights to the event eg. <Company Name> 
Have Sum Fun.

•	 Your company logo on the Have Sum Fun page on 
our website.

•	 Your company logo on certificates for all 
competition locations .

Have Sum Fun Face-to-Face Event Sponsor: 
$6,000

YEARS 5 - 6 COMPETITION, PEEL REGION

YEARS 9 - 10 COMPETITION,  
WOODVALE SECONDARY COLLEGE

YEARS 7 - 8 COMPETITION, TRINITY COLLEGE

YEARS 11 - 12 COMPETITION,  
BUNBURY CATHOLIC COLLEGE


